
 
16th September 2013 
 
Dr. Jose Bernardo Gochoco 
Department Manager 
Special Projects Development 
Philippine Charity Sweepstakes Office 
1307 Roxas Blvd., Pasay City 
Philippines  
 
                               Subject: Donation due to  Abra Provincial Hospital 
 
Dear Dr. Gochoco 
 
Following my telephone query on behalf of the movement and social network 
community group -God Save Abra (GSA), and as further committed in that 
aforementioned telephone conversation,  we are hereby formally presenting our 
position regarding our concerns in the following context: 
 
In an August 19 article in the Abrenian global news website  Abrenian.com  about 
the calamity that wreaked havoc in the landlocked province of Abra and which 
caused not only undetermined  devastation to livelihood and environment, the status 
of the Abra Provincial Hospital came under fire.  
   
The heightened demand for medical facility for patients prompted raised  concerns 
about the non-opening  of the newly constructed Abra Provincial Hospital for use 
during  a state of emergency.  The news about overflowing patients from the old 
hospital with nowhere to go, has since circulated worldwide among Abrenians.    
There was an  avalanche of alarmed online queries aired through social networks 
from local residents as well as Abrenians  overseas.   
 
There was a massive call-out for   community leaders and local  Abrenian community 
groups  to look into  the issue, questioning the non-readiness and the non-available 
status of the hospital despite that it has been way past the promised date of its 
opening.  
  
There is an obvious urgency in the need for the hospital to operate as soon as 
possible as the old hospital has been unable to cope  with the demand for its hospital 
services for years. 
  
News from  BALITANG ILOKANO  stated that a patient of the new APH contracted 
DENGUE when he went for a check up at that specific hospital. 
  
Concerns have also been raised about the water.  "...The water supply of the state of 
the art hospital is drawn from the ABRA RIVER? IF TRUE, would that be safe 
considering that the Lepanto Mines is still in the business of killing the river and all 
those that might get in contact with it including pregnant women who are getting 
forced abortions because of their water intake, fish kill, carabao kill, rice paddies 
turning toxic, two headed mutant frogs, etc."   
  

http://abrenian.com/


To the Abrenian grassroots and socially excluded social sector, their only wealth left 
for them  is their 'health'. In illness,  they are hit  with DOUBLE JEOPARDY. Where 
they should avail of free medicines, none is given.  Where they should be supported 
for medical treatment, this is made unaffordable by the private-doctors' rates  that 
they are charged with at Abra Provincial  Hospital.  Disadvantaged as they are, they 
resort to leasing  their souls to perpetual indebtedness to politicians  at usurious 
interests.    
  
Patients have aired complaints about  reeking stench inside the old hospital.  There 
are   questions about the level of  hygiene and sanitation.   Vendors are  allowed to 
hawk their wares inside the hospital giving the hospital environs the feel of a 
 marketplace. 
 
The above concerns, serve to reiterate that the opening of the new hospital for use is 
a matter of urgency.  However, that it has not, points to the inadequacy, if not 
altogether absence of required equipment that could be the  hindrance to  the 
hospital to be fully operational.    
  
For this reason, we hereby appeal to the  good office of the PHILIPPINE CHARITY 
SWEEPSTAKES OFFICE to: 
 
1) Kindly make good with your publicly known commitment to provide the hospital via 
donation with the relevant  hospital equipment for its operation.  
  
2) In the case that such promised donation has already been given, kindly provide us 
with the necessary proof or document of such fulfilment of promise so that we may 
be able to determine how to proceed in ensuring that the intended end beneficiaries - 
the people of Abra,  are not further disadvantaged. 
  
We will be most grateful for your considerate time and attention to this. 
  
We look forward to hearing from you. 
  
Sincerely  
  
  
Mrs. Carmelita Omli 
Chairman/Founder, Save Lives Save Dignity (NGO) 
SEC Reg. No: CN 201300165 
  
For and on behalf of: 
The Administrative Group 
GOD SAVE ABRA  (GSA) 
Province of Abra, Philippines 
  
  
cc:  Dr. Rio L. Magpantay, Director IV Region II,  Department of Health 
      Dr. Tita N. Callueng, Director III Region II, Department of Health                          
       
       


